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Mainstreaming Climate Information into Africa’s Development for Adaptation and Mitigation within an ever changing climate
AfDB takes the Lead

The African Development Bank (AfDB) takes the right path and responds to The 8th Summit of African Heads of State declaration on managing the risk of Climate Change, Addis-Ababa, January 2007:
“Strengthen current African Regional and Sub-regional climate centers of excellence to address climate change and variability prediction as well as in the development of climate applications decision tools.” 

Indeed, on December 14th, 2009 in an important side event organized by AfDB at the COP15 (Copenhagen 7-18 Dec2009), the African Development Bank (AfDB) with the African Development Fund (AfDF) and the African Center of Meteorological Applications for Development (ACMAD) have signed a Protocol of Agreement for a 3 years Grant worth 30 Millions $US to strengthen the Operational African Regional Climate Institutions and initiate a strategic partnership with the Global Humanitarian Forum (GHF) .
This Knowledge Management and Capacity Development Initiative  known as the “Institutional Support to African Climate Institutions Project” or the “AfriClimServ” is a first contribution by AfDB to the Multi-Stakeholder “ClimDevAfrica” Programme  and will be coordinated by the African Center of Meteorological Applications for Development (ACMAD) as The Executing Agency, and implemented from 2010 to 2012 in close partnership with GHF and the climate centers  specific to each regional economic community such as ECOWAS, IGAD, SADC, CEMAC, IOC, and UMA.
The specialized Climate Institutions beneficiaries of the project are:

· The CILSS-ECOWAS Agro-meteorology and Hydrology Regional Centre (AGRHYMET);

· the IGAD Climate Prediction and Applications Centre (ICPAC); 
· the SADC Drought Monitoring Centre (DMC),and 
·  the Global Humanitarian Forum (GHF) Weather Information For All initiative;
PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The objective of this Climate Risk Knowledge Management project is to strengthen the capacities of African regional climate centers to generate and disseminate climate information to support economic development in the continent. To achieve this, the project will comprise the following components:

1. Production of climate related information

1.1. Improved access to observation networks;
1.2. Operationalization of Climate Information Systems;
1.3. Downscaling Global Climate Data and Scenarios:
1.4. Dissemination strategy development and implementation.

2. Institutional Strengthening

2.1 Enhancement of capacity of scientists;

2.2 Climate Impacts Assessments;
2.3 Technical and professional training.

3. Project Coordination
3.1 Capacity strengthening;
3.2 Prepare and submit the required reports;
3.3 Monitor agreements with partner institutions (ICPAC, DMC, AGRHYMET, GHF) 
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 Agreement Signing ceremony (Copenhagen 14th December 2009) between Kamal EL KHESHEN Vice President AfDB,/OSVP (right) and :   Adama Alhassane DIALLO Director General ,  ACMAD (Left)

For more information, please contact the lead coordinator: dgacmad@acmad.org
Or visit the website : <www.acmad.org>, or any website of the collaborating institutions.

Special Mention
In order to insure the proper, secure, transparent and timely implementation of this first contribution to the ClimDevAfrica Programme through Strengthening of the Regional Climate Institutions and further develop the Climate Risk Knowledge Management in Africa at the National Level, the AfDB Board has taken the following management and resource mobilization decisions:

a) Gave full coordination responsibility to the ACMAD Board as the Project steering committee with the aim to avoid any delay in the implementation, and prevent/manage any inter-institution problem which might surface during the life of the project, 

b) Authorized the ACMAD, as executing agency to adapt the management process and procedure in order to make them flexible enough for a timely implementation of the project,
c)  Endorsed the creation of the ClimDevAfrica Special Fund (CDSF) as a multi-donor facility to finance ClimDevAfrica Programme Activities on the long run and is planning for a first pledging in 2010.
For more information on the Climate for Development in Africa Programme (ClimDevAfrica) which is a joint initiative of the Africa Union Commission (AUC), the United Nation Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) and the African Development Bank (AfDB), please visit the AfDB web site related to its Strategy for Climate Risk Management and Adaptation to Climate Change at : <www.afdb.org>.
The Climate for Development in Africa (ClimDevAfrica) Initiative

Africa is highly vulnerable to the adverse impacts of climate change. But appropriate climate-related information and the policies to use the information effectively not well developed in Africa. African leaders and development partners are thus intent on having and using appropriate climate information to promote economic development planning. The Climate for Development in Africa (ClimDevAfrica) a joint initiative of the African Development Bank, the Commission of the African Union and the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, responds to these needs. ClimDevAfrica has, since January 2007 received strong political endorsement from AU heads of state and government, African Ministers in charge of Finance, Economy, Planning and Environment, several key stakeholders and the International Community up to the Conference of the Parties to UNFCCC-CoP 15,Dec 2009. 

ClimDevAfrica consists of three components:

1. First, building the capacity of African climate institutions to generate and widely disseminate climate information necessary for planning. The goal of this component is to ensure that reliable, useful and useable climate- related data are generated and made widely available to policy- makers, policy support organizations and the general population on the continent. 

2. Second, enhancing the capacity of end-users, particularly national development policy-makers, to be able to mainstream climate change into development plans on the continent. 

3. Third, implementing adaptation and mitigation programs and projects that incorporate climate-related information so that we can learn the lessons and define good climate change adaptation and mitigation practices. 
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